Apply now for the new “Soup and Salad” grant

…and be the first in your neighborhood to start a gardening project for the kids!

What is “Soup and Salad”?

It is a new grant program for child care providers, intended to educate Michigan children about the benefits of gardening and healthy eating habits.  Recipients of this grant can purchase the necessary materials needed to create and maintain a garden plot at their child care home or center facility.

How will this benefit the kids in my care?

Children who are involved in the gardening process are more likely to establish healthy eating habits at an early age, and proper nutrition is essential to the growth and development of children.  A child’s first garden is also a wonderful learning experience where they can explore the world around them and learn how things work.  With a garden, children can experiment and make discoveries with hands-on experience.  Gardening activities can also raise self-esteem among children as they learn responsibility and experience the success of tending a garden.

How do I qualify?

You must be a licensed child care provider in Michigan and currently care for at least one FIA subsidized child.

How much can I ask for?

Family/Group Home providers can apply up to $300.  Centers can apply up to $500.

What can I purchase if I am awarded funds?

You may purchase a variety of gardening tools, indoor or outdoor gardening trays for “container gardening”, seeds, gardening books for children, and ground/soil preparation materials to create and maintain a garden plot at your home or center.  The “Soup and Salad” grant will also pay for field trips to places such as local farmers’ markets and community gardens.

How do I apply?

Please submit the application on the back of this page along with all other required documents.  Please call the Michigan 4C Association at 1-800-950-4171 ext.16 if you have any questions about the “Soup and Salad” grant.

The “Soup and Salad” grant is available on a first come, first serve basis.  Funds are limited, so apply early!

Funds for the “Soup and Salad” program are provided by the Michigan Family Independence Agency.

“Soup and Salad” 2004 Grant Application

Provider Name:
_____________________________________________

Facility Name:
_____________________________________________

(as it appears on license)

Day Care License Number:  ___________________________________

License Type (please check one):

· Family Home

· Group Home

· Center

Street Address:  __________________________ City:  _________________  State: MI  Zip: ______

County:  ______________________

Telephone Number:  (    __    ) ______ - ________
Applicant’s Social Security Number or EIN/Tax ID#:   _____ - _____ - _____

Total number of children in your care:  _____

Total number of children in your care receiving FIA assistance:  _____

Total Amount requested:  $___________

(Family/Group Home Providers can apply up to $300.00.  Centers can apply up to $500.00.)
_________________________________________________________________________________

Guidelines:

1. You must submit a copy of proof of payment from FIA (please ‘white-out’ the last names of children).

2. You must write a brief summary of how you plan to incorporate nutrition awareness activities in your curriculum.

3. You must submit a list of materials you plan to purchase and include a cost estimation for each item.   This will help determine your award amount.  Suggested items include:

a. A sufficient amount of safe, age appropriate garden tools so that each child will have an opportunity to participate.

b. Books about gardening and nutrition to read with the children.

c. Enough seeds (and soil and containers, if you choose to plant a “container garden).

d. Set aside funds to cover the expenses connected to taking the children on a garden-related field trip.

e. Disposable camera and film development (to create a photo album/scrapbook of the gardening project).

4. You are encouraged to promote healthy eating habits using the gardening project as the learning tool.  As the plants become ready for harvest, please ask the children to taste the vegetables as they come off the plant (raw) and to also offer children the opportunity to taste the vegetables in cooked form (such as in soups or casseroles, or alone, as steamed, boiled, baked or grilled.)

5. The children in your care should be involved with the gardening projects as much as possible.

6. You must submit a brief report at the end of the gardening project season, documenting how the project benefited the children and how you have incorporated nutrition activities into your curriculum.

Send completed application to:
Michigan 4C Association






839 Centennial Way






Lansing, MI  48917






Attn:  Soup and Salad Grant Administrator

The “Soup and Salad” grant is available on a first come, first serve basis until all funds are dispersed.

If awarded, you will receive an award letter along with a check in the amount of the approved grant
